CSI  BATTLEBOOK 


CSI  BATTLEBOOK  1-C 


REAR  AREA  SECURITY 

Combat  Studies  Institute 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas 


B4-CGSC-320ii 


COMBAT 

STUDIES 

INSTITUTE 


Idi  PUljM®  J*ldQdd( 


DTIC 

^EUECTEjl^ 
^APR241985  j  ■ 

g 


aSN^dXd  XN3kMNb3AO  ana  'Tl- 


REAR  AREA  SECURITY 


Combat  Studies  Institute 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas 


DTIC 

Selecte 

APR241986 

B 


gTATEMENT  0 

tm  pubbe  £: 

Dlirtribtttica  thUIPPPHxl  i4. 


rl.Cuf^;T^'  ^*’1,:  S'  T^-'S  »A0E  rw‘^*n  D^fw  Hntrftd) 


REPORT  DOCUMENTATION  PAGE 

read  instructions 

UEKORK  COMPLETIN  ':,  EC  KM 

l  BhPORT  NUMBER  ,2.  OOVT  ACCESSION  NO. 

W^-/?./jr>.'2va 

iVECiPiEnT'S  catalog 

m 

A.  title;  fttnd  SubHtJt) 

Battle  Analysis,  Wonsan,  Rear  Area  Operations, »' 

(3d  Infantry  Division,  Korea,  November  1950). 

REPORT  &  PERIOD  CO.'EhED 

Student  Report 

S.  PERFORMING  ORG,  REPORT  NUMBER 

7.  AuTNORf.;  lTC  L.  Forero,  MAJs  C.  Bailey,  W.  Cunn¬ 
ingham,  Jr.,  C.  Ebbingar,  J.  Stone,  R.  Bondel, 

W.  Drake,  T,  Garrett,  Y,  Lim,  R.  Watford,  Jr. 

t.  CONTRACT  OR  GRANT  NUMBER,'.! 

9.  PCRFORMINO  OKaANIZATION  NAME  AND  ADDRESS 

Combat  Studies  Institute,  USACGSC,  ATZL-SWI 

Fort  Leavenworth,  KS  66027-6900 

10,  PROGRAM  element,  PROJECT,  TASK 
AREA  E  WORK  UNIT  NUMBERS 

n.  CONTROLUINQ  OFFICE  NAME  AND  ADDRESS 

Combat  Studies  Institute,  USACGSC,  ATZL-SMI 

Fort  Leavenworth,  KS  66027-6900 

u,  report  date 

Mav  1984 

II.  number  of  pages 

44 

U.  monitoring  agency  name  a  AODRCSSC/r  dititfnt  Itom  Cenitolllni  OUist) 

IS,  security  CLASS,  fcf  tOlo  loporlj 

UNCLASSIFIED 

I5»,  DECLA55I  FI  cation/ DOWN  OR  ADI  NO 
SCHEDULE 

IS.  DISTRIBUTION  STATEMENT  fa/ t/i/»  RtpefO 

APPROVED  FOR  PUBLIC  RELEASE; 

Distribution  Unlimited 

'•7.  DISTRIBUTION  STATEMENT  fe f  (/>•  ,,i«if*e(  •nliitd/n  flloek  10,  II  dllltrtnl  Itom  Rtfiotl) 

IS.  SUPPLEMENTARY  NOTES  ^  battlebook  prepared  by  students  of  the  US  Army  Command ■& 
General  Staff  College  under  the  supervision  of  the  Combat  Studies  Institute 
as  part  of  the  Battle  Analysic  program. 

'9.  kE't  (Coril/nu*  on  rtv«r««  «fd«  if  f«r>'  ftfentffv  by  bloeir  numbtr)  ^ 

History,  Battle  Analysis,  Case  Studies,.  Military  Operations 
Battles,  Military  Tactics  Tactical  VJarfare,  Korean  War,  3rd 
Rear  Area  Security,  Rear  Area  Operations,  Wonson. 

Tactical  Analysis, 
Infantry  Division, 

20.  .A.e3T1^ACT  (*Con(At>u«  «n  nirtrM  il«At  H  n*c»«««r7  and  IdofUffy  by  bfoeir  nupibor,} 

In  November  1950,  tne  3d  Division  relieved  the  Ist  Marine  Division  in  the  Wonsan 
area  and  south  of  Hamburg  to  block  the  main  roads  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
corps  zone  against  guerillas  and  bypassed  North  Koreans,  and  to  protect  the 
Wonsan— Hungarian  coastal  strip.  One  of  the  109  separate  guerilla  attacks  in 
the  corps  zone  involved  the  15th  RCX.  Beginning  on  12  November  1950,  the  15 

RCT  had  numerous  engagements  with  North  Korean  forces  in  ambushes  and  roadblocks 
.along  the  regimental  main  supply  routes  between  Majon-ni  and  Tongyong. 

IJ^**7S  ^473  EOmOM  OF  1  NOW  IS  OBSOLETE  '^V  U 

security  cl  A55I»‘’IC'RiCW  THIS  PA-,F.  'Wy.pn  Ofti* 


-/  s* 


»  *N 


-•  J*  j*. 


'v-h. 


V  V 


,•»  *-•  "j*  " 


V 


BATTLE  ANALYSIS 


3d  Infantry  Division,  Wonsan,  Korea  (Novenber  1950) 


REAR  AREA  SECURIP/ 


BY 

Staff  Group  C 
Section  1 
Division  A 


THE  US  ARflY  COTTIAND  AND  GENERAL  STAFF  C0Li£GE 
FORT  LEAVEf^OTH,  mm,  MAY  m 


BATTLE  AMAlYSIS 

3d  Infantry  Division^  VIonsan^  Wdrea  (ftovE^BER  1950) 


REAR  AREA  SECURITY 


BY 

iTAJ  Claud;Bailey>  Jr^  flAJ  Raymond  L.  Bandel 
MAJA'Ialter  J.  Cunningham^  Jr^  MAJ  William  J.  Drake 
riAJ  ^Clarence  T,  E^inga  f^AJ  Terry  L.  Garreh 
LTC  Ijjis' J,  Hincapie  Forero  MAJ  Young  C.  Lim 
I'VU  James  W,  , Stone  TIAJ  Raymond  E.  Watford^  Jr, 

•AND 

riAJ  John  S,  I'Iesterlund 


1  Aooesslon  Por_ 

NTIS  ORA&I 

DTIC  TAB 

□ 

Unannounced 

□ 

Jvistlf  loatloo— . 

- - 

By - - - - - - 

Distribution/ 


Availability 

Avail  aad/oir 
Spaoial 


Dist 


I 


...  TO  Those  Vk)  Fought 

IN  A  WAR  WE  COULD  NOT  WIN>  WE  COULD  NOT  LOSE, 
AND  WE  COULD  NOT  DRAW  .  .  . 


CONTENTS 


V  , 


Chapter  Page 


I. 

THE  STRATEGIC  SETTING  .  .  . 

1 

II. 

THE  TACTICAL  ENVIRONMENT  .......... 

10 

The  Climate  and  Weather  . 

10 

The  terrain  ............... 

12 

The  Enemy  Forces  .  .  . 

14 

III. 

THE  BATTLE  ANALYSIS  ............. 

18 

The  Missions  ............... 

18 

The  Enemy  Objectives  . 

19 

The  Enemy  Tactics  ....  . 

21 

The  Combat  Actions  .  .... 

25 

VI. 

CONCLUSIONS  ..........  . 

36 

Footnotes  ^0 

Bibliography . . .  43 


CHAPTER  I 


THE  STPATE6IC  SETTIHG 

...  A  Wrong  War  with  Wrong  Enemy  in  a  Wtong  Place  at  a  Wrong  Time  .  .  . 
General  of  the  Army,  Omar  N.  Bradley,  Chairman,  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff 

The  study  of  the  X  Corps  and  the  3d  Infantry  Division  in  their  defensive 
REAR  AREA  PROTEaiON  MEASURES  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  WbNSAN,  MoREA  IN  NOVEMBER,  1950, 
IS  UNIQUE  IN  SEVERAL  ASPECTS  ~  NOT  THE  LEAST  OF  VHICH  ARE  THE  DISPARATE  NATIONAL 
OBJECTIVES,  MILITARY  SYSTEMS,  AND  PREVIOUS  PERFORMANCE  OF  THE  OPPOSING  ARMIES. 

The  North  Korean  attack  across  the  38th  parallel  began  at  0400  hours, 

25  June  1950.  The  Korean  War  marked  the  precarious  middle  of  the  Twentieth 
Century,  a  period  when  many  nations  were  still  licking  their  wounds  from  the 
Second  World  War.  The  United  States  was  beginning  to  see  the  results  from 
the  massive  influx  of  aid  to  Europe  via  the  I^shall  Plan,  and  the  world 

watched  the  GROVfTH  AND  PROSPERITY  OF  THE  NEW  LIBERAL  GERIWI  STATE.  ThE  ATOMIC 
BONE  HAD  CONVINCED  AMERICANS  THAT  STRATEGY,  ALONG  THE  LINES  OF  U.  S.  GrANT, 

WAS  TO  BE  DEFINED  IN  TERMS  OF  ANNIHILATION.  ThE  XCASIONAL  WARNING  OF  LIMITED 
WARFARE  FELL  ON  DEAF  EARS,  AND  THE  WESTERN  NATIONS  DID  NOT  ANTICIPATE  A 
CONFRONTATION  AGAINST  COMMUNISM  IN  ANYTHING  LESS  THAN  WORLD  VIaR 

Wonsan  rear  area  security  operations  of  Novepber,  1050,  xcurred  in  the 

EARLY  STAGES  OF  THE  KOREAN  WAR  —  FIVE  MONTHS  FOLLOWING  THE  toRTH  KdREAN  ATTACK 
AND  APPROXIMATELY  ONE  YEAR  BEFORE  THE  STABILIZATION  OF  A  GENERAL  DEFENSIVE  LINE. 

By  July  1950,  the  war  was  already  an  international  effort  with  General  of  the 


Army  Douglas  [McArthur  C0Mfw©iNG  the  United  Nations  Conmand.  The  Corm© 

RECEIVED  FORCES  FROM  ENGLAND.  AUSTRALIA.  CANADA.  HOLLAND.  NeW  ZEALAND.  AND  TEN 
ADDITIONAL  U.  N.  MEMBER  NATIONS, ^  ThE  OPPOSING  FORCES  CONSISTED  OF  NoRTH  WOREA 

AND  IN  October  of  1950.  both  North  Worea  and  Communist  China. 

Following  the  stabilization  of  the  U.  N.  defensive  positions  in  south¬ 
eastern  toREA  AROUND  THE  PuSAN  PERIMETER  IN  JuLY  1950.  MacArTHUR'S  InCHON  LANDING 
ON  THE  WESTERN  COAST  WITH  THE  X  CORPS  SUCCEEDED  IN  CUTTING  THE  NORTH-SOUTH  LINES 
OF  COMMLWICATIONS  AND  CAPTURING  THE  CAPITAL  CITY.  SEOUL.  IN  SEPTEMBER.  SUBSEQUENT 
OPERATIONS  STARTED  A  PARTIAL  ROUTE  OF  NORTH  toREAN  FORCES  AND  THE  U.  N,  PUSH 
TO  THE  NORTH.  No  SOONER  WAS  X  CORPS  SUCCESSFUL  AT  InCHON  WHEN  MacArTHUR  DESIGNATED 
IT  TO  CARRY  OUT  AN  INDEPENDENT  ANPHIBIOUS  ASSAULT  AGAINST  I'bNSAN.  J.  LaWTON 

Collins.  Army  Chief  of  Staff,  remarked}  'The  General  (^KcArthur)  sketched  his 

PLAN  TO  LAND  THE  X  CoRPS  AT  VfoNSAN  AND  PREDICTED  THAT  IT  WOULD  CUT  ACROSS  PYONGYANG 
IN  ONE  WEEK  IN  A  MANEUVER  THAT  HE  COMPARED  TO  InCHON."^  CdN^EQUEMTLY.  THE  X  CORPS 
AND  THE  1st  ^IaRINE  DIVISION  REEMBARKED  AT  InCHON  IN  MID-OCTOBER.  CAUSING  A 

4 

CONSIDERABLE  DISORDER  AND  INTERRUPTION  OF  THE  INBOUND  SUPPLIES  AT  THE  PORT.^ 


As  THE  X  Corps  was  reembarking  at  Inchon,  all  Republic  of  Korea  (ROK) 
Divisions  except  the  1st  had  crossed  the  frontier  and  were  driving  to  the  north. 
The  3d  ROK  Division  averaged  15  miles  a  day  against  a  considerable  resistance 
AND  managed  to  TAKE  WONSAN  ON  11  OCTOBER  WITH  SOME  HELP  FROM  THE  ROK  CAPITAL 
Division,  Both  divisions  left  elements  to  secure  Wonsan  and  then  attacked  to 

THE  north,  ^IeANWHILE.  THE  X  CORPS  AND  THE  IST  flARINE  DIVISION  ARRIVED  OFF  '/OnSAN 
Coast  to  find  the  harbor  protected  by  Soviet  mines,  VtoNSAN  harbor,  the  only 
significant  harbor  on  the  North  Korean  east  coast,  was  mined  by  the  Soviets  with 

5 

their  newest  EQUIPMENT.-^ 
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After  a  considerable  deuy  to  clear  the  mines,  the  X  Corps  began  a  quiet 
ADMINISTRATIVE  LANDING  AT  WoNSAN  AT  0730  HOURS  ON  26  OCTOBER.  ThE  IST  flARINE 
Division  closed  with  all  elements  ashore  by  the  evening  of  the  28th.  The  other 
X  Corps  division,  the  7th  Division,  was  landed  to  the  north  at  Iwon  on  the  29th. ^ 

The  axis  of  advance  of  the  X  Corps  was  shifted  to  the  north,  and  the  3d 
(US)  Infantry  Division  relieved  the  1st  Marine  Division  in  the  VIonsan  area. 

The  3d  Infantry  Division's  mission  was  to  block  the  main  roads  in  the  southern 
PART  OF  the  corps  ZONE  AGAINST  THE  OJERRILUS  AND  BYPASSED  MoRTH  KdREAN  REQUU\RS 
and  to  PROTECT  THE  ViONSAN-HUNGNAM  COASTAL  STRIP.  ThIS  REAR  ARBI  SECURITY  OPERATION 
CONTINUED  UNTIL  15  DECEMBER  WHEN  ELEMENTS  OF  THE  3d  DIVISION  AND  THE  RDK  MARINE 

Division  were  evacuated  by  sea  from  Wonsan  due  to  the  massive  intervention  by 
THE  CoftHNisT  Chinese  forces.^ 

A  comparison  of  the  PRINCIPAL  ANTAGONISTS  IN  THE  KOREAN  WAR  MUST  BEGIN 
WITH  THE  CLOSING  OF  WORLD  II.  ThE  XCUPATION  POWERS,  SOVIETS  IN  THE  NORTH 
AND  THE  U.S.  IN  THE  SOUTH,  WERE  REQUESTED  TO  WITHDRAW  THEIR  FORCES  FROM  KdREA 

BY  THE  United  Nations,  By  the  end  of  19A8,  the  Soviets  reported  all  Soviet 
TROOPS  HAD  LEFT  KoREA  AND  BY  JUNE  29,  19A9,  THE  LAST  OF  THE  /V€RICAN  TROOPS 
HAD  DEPARTED,  LEAVING  BEHIND  A  500-MAN  U.S,  MILITARY  /toVISORY  GrOUP  CONTINGENT, 

But  PEACE  NEVER  FOLLOWED,  As  AMERICAN  SjllLED,  BORDER  INCIDENTS  AND  MINOR 
"invasions"  OCCURRED  REGULARLY  INTO  THE  ONJIN  PeNINSUU.® 

On  the  eve  of  the  Korean  I^ar,  many  disparaties,  as  well  as  similarities, 

EXISTED  BETWEEN  THE  TWO  KoreAS,  BuDDHISM  AND  sShAMANISM  WERE  THE  MAJOR  RELIGIONS, 
ALTHOUGH  SOVIET  INFLUENCE  AND  THE  EMERGING  COMMUNIST  IDEOLOGY  OF  THE  T^ORTH  WOULD 
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ULTIMATELY  DISCOURAGE  ANY  RELIGIOUS  AFFILIATION^  BOTW  SEOUL  AND  PYONGYANG  WERE 
CENTERS  OF  MISSIONARY  ACTIVITIES  PRIOR  TO  THE  VJAR.  ThE  MAJOR  DIFFERENCE  BETWEEN 

THE  North  and  South>  other  than  the  form  of  government^  was  the  location  of 

INDUSTRY.  The  1945  division  of  the  peninsula  resulted  in  an  unnatural  partition 

OF  the  natural  and  human  resources.  North  Wsrea  benefited  in  terms  of  both 

industry  and  natural  resources,  but  it  had  only  one-third  OF  THE  WRK  FORCE. 

Approximately,  65%  of  Korea's  heavy  industry  was  in  the  ftopTH.  Hoviever,  the 

^toRTH  HAD  ONLY  31%  OF  LIGHT  INDUSTRY,  37%  AGRICULTURE,  AND  18%  OF  THE  PENINSULA'S 
9 

TOTAL  COMMERCE.^ 

The  NATIONAL  STRATEGIC  OBJECTIVES  OF  fiORTH  KdREA  WERE  EVIDENT  FROM  THE 
PERIOD  OF  ITS  EMERGENCE  AS  A  COMMUNIST  STATE.  In  SEPTEMBER  1948,  THE  SOVIETS 
ESTABLISHED  THE  DEMOCRATIC  PEOPLE'S  REPUBLIC  OF  toREA  (DPRIO  NORTH  OF  THE  3StH 
PARALLEL.^  ThE  BORDER  VIOLATIONS  MENTIONED  ABOVE  WERE  A  MANIFESTATION  OF  THE 

Korean  intention  to  reunite  Korea.  Kim  II  Sung's  government  openly  and  clearly 

BROADCAST  ITS  INTENTIONS  TO  REUNITE  KoREA  BY  FORCE  IN  THE  SUMMER  OF  1949.  Im 
letters  TO  the  U.  M.  Secretary  General  Trygve  Lie  .^ND  to  Carlos  P.  Romulo,  the 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY,  KiM  SIMPLY  STATED  THAT  HE  WANTED  TO  USE 
MILITARY  FORCES  TO  UNITE  THE  PENINSULA.^ 

There  existed  in  1950  no  previous  performance  of  ti€  North  Korean  army, 

PER  SE,  UPON  WHICH  AN  ANALYSIS  COULD  BE  MADE  OF  ITS  FIGHTING  CAPABILITIES, 

However,  Korea  had  been  invaded,  fought  over,  and  inflenced  by  its  larger 

NEIGHBORS  FOR  MOST  OF  ITS  HISTORY.  FOLLOWING  THE  HUNDREDS  OF  YEARS  OF 
CONVERGENCE  OF  POWERS  ON  HER  PENINSULA,  KOREANS  ACCOMODATED  TO  MANY  MODERN 
INFLUENCES,  AmoNQ  THOSE  WERE  THE  ABILITY  TO  ORGANIZE,  TRAIN,  AND  FIGHT  A  WAR.^ 


In  1950,  THE  North  ^rean  People's  Army  (NKPA)  was  prepared  to  fight  a 

LIMITED  WAR,  KiM  II  SuNG,  WHO  HAD  ONCE  BEEN  A  SOVIET  CITIZEN  AND  ARMY  MAJOR, 
FORMED  A  CADRE  OF  HIS  ARMY  IN  19^.  He  CALLED  30,000  KOREAN  VETERANS  OF  THE 

Communist  Chinese  and  Soviet  armies  to  return  to  Korea  to  form  the  nucleus  of 
HIS  Inmingoon,  or  People's  Army.^  By  1950,  the  army  had  expanded  to  include 

EIGHT  INFANTRY  DIVISIONS,  ALL  AT  FULL  STRENGTH,  A  MOTORCYCLE  RECONNAISSANCE 
REGIMENT,  AN  ARMORED  BRIGADE  EQUIPPED  WITH  T-34  MEDIUM  TANKS,  AND  FIVE  BRIGADES 
OF  BORDER  FORCES.  ThE  ARMY'S  TOTAL  STRENGTH  WAS  135,000  MEN  UNDER  ARMS,  MANY 
OF  WHOM  HAD  GONE  SOVIET  INDOCTRINATION.  DIVISIONS  WERE  COMMANDED  BY  OFFICERS 
WHO  HAD  SERVED  SUCCESSFULLY  WITH  THE  SOVIETS  IN  WoRLD  WaR  II,  AND  EACH  HAD 
APPROXIMATELY  15  SOVIET  ARMY  ADVISQRS.^^ 

The  Republic  of  Korea  (ROK)  forces,  on  the  other  hand,  were  not  so 

FORTUNATE  AS  THE  NORTH  IN  TERMS  OF  EQUIPMENT  RECEIVED  FROM  ITS  ALLIES  BEFORE 
THE  WAR.  W^ILE  THE  NORTH  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  SOVIETS  EVERYTHING  FROM  SMALL  ARMS, 
T-34  TANKS,  HOWITZERS,  TO  YAK  TRAINERS  AND  BOMBERS,  THE  SoUTH  HAD  NO  TANKS, 

MEDIUM  ARTILLERY,  FIGHTER  AIRCRAFT  NOR  BOMBERS.^  ON  THE  EVE  OF  THE  INVASION, 

THE  Republic  of  Korea  Army  (ROKA)  had  approximately  65,000  combat  troops,  about 

ONE-HALF  THAT  OF  ftoRTH  KoREA,  ThIS  INEQUITY  WAS  NOT  RECOGNIZED  BY  jm  UNITED 

States  military  authorities,  and  the  chief  of  the  U.S.  Korean  Military  Advisory 
Group  (IWG)  stated  that  if  attacked  from  the  North,  the  ROKA  would  have  no 
problems  stopping  the  invasion. 

It  was  evident  in  1947  that  the  United  States  was  going  to  take  little 

STRATEGIC  INTEREST  IN  KoREA.  In  A  MEMORANDUM  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  DEFENSE,  THE 

Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  stated  that  "...  from  tvc  standpoint  of  military  security, 
THE  United  States  has  little  strategic  interest  in  maintaining  the  present  troops 
and  bases  in  Korea.... The  /Vcrican  strategic  planners  were  thinking  in  terms 


OF  THE  NEW  ATOMIC  HORIZONS  OF  POWER^  AND  THE  JCS  BELIEVED  THAT  ANY  AGGRESSION 

BY  North  Korea  could  be  neutralized  by  the  U.S.  air  forces,  Air  would  be  more 

PRAGMATIC  AND  LESS  COSTLY  THAN  GROUND  OPERATIONS.  ThE  JCS  RECOMMENDED  AGAINST 
A  COMPLETE  WITHDRAWAL  OF  THE  U.S.  FORCES^  AND  THEY  RECOGNIZED  THE  POTENTIAL 
POLITICAL  IMPACT  SUCH  AN  ACTION  MIGHT  HAVE  UPON  JAPAN. 

Three  monumental  strategic  mistakes  were  made  in  1950.  First^  the 
United  States'  strategic  intelligence  did  not  correctly  identify  the  DPRK 
capabilities  nor  did  the  military  and  governmental  powers  remotely  acknowledge 

THE  POSSIBILITY  OF  AN  INVASION.  SECONDLY^  THE  NoRTH  KOREAN  GOVERNMENT  DID 
NOT  ANTICIPATE  THE  RAPID  RESPONSE  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES  BY  COMMITTING  THE  GROUND 

FORCES.  And  finally^  the  U.N.  forces  were  strategically  surprised  by  the 
Chinese  army.^^ 

On  June  25,  1950,  the  /Vierican  leadership  correqly  saw  the  invasion  as 
Soviet-sponsored  and  realized  that  a  failure  to  react  would  appear  to  the  world 
AS  A  f'TuNICH  OF  THE  FaR  EaST,  ESPECIALLY  IN  LIEU  OF  THE  1948  LOSS  OF  CHINA  TO 
THE  Communists. ^  Consequently,  President  Truman  accepted  a  limited  response, 
and  the  American  strategy  which  had  followed  the  precepts  of  U.  S.  Grant's 

ANNIHILATION  WAS  NO  LONGER  APPROPRIATE.  HOWEVER,  IN  THE  STRATEGIC  SETTING, 

Korea  was  an  extremely  fortunate  location  for  a  test  of  United  States  resolve. 
The  demobilization  following  I'Iorld  War  II  had  ler  the  largest  concentration 
OF  U.S.  troops  outside  the  Continental  United  States  in  Japan.  MacArthur  was 
THE  Far  East  expert,  and  he  had  four  divisions  in  Japan.  He  was  also  within 
reach  of  the  /Verican  sea  forces  .21 
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As  THE  Marines  and  the  X  Corps  prepared  to  go  into  Wonsan 
IN  October  1950,  a  new  combatant  changed  the  strategic  parameters 
of  the  war.  The  prisoners  captured  near  Unsan  on  25  October  spoke 
NEITHER  Korean  nor  Japanese. The  fact  that  they  were  Chinese 
was  incredulous  to  American  leaders  even  though  they  had  received 
precise  information  describing  the  Chinese  intentions.  In  late 
September,  the  U.S.  government  received  a  Chinese  warning  through 
THE  Indian,  government,  The  Chinese  conveyed  explicitly  that  they 
would  intervene  if  the  U.N,  forces  crossed  the  38th  parallel. 

More  specifically,  on  3  October,  the  Chinese  foreign  minister 
assured  the  Indian  Ambassador  in  Peking  that  if  any  troops  other 
THAN  South  Koreans  crossed  the  38th  parallel^  China  would  send 
TROOPS  TO  assist  THE  DEFENSE  OF  NoRTH  KoREA.^^ 

Probably  in  one  of  the  most  brilliant  strategic  deployments 
OF  THE  Twentieth  Century,  the  Chinese  entered  the  Korean  War  unbeknown 
TO  THE  U.N.  Command  until  the  capture  of  the  Chinese  prisoners, 

The  Communist  Chinese  Forces  moved  300,000  men  into  position  in 
October  and  November,  and  none  were  discovered  by  the  U.N,  planes 
FLYING  reconnaissance  OVERHEAD.  ThE  CHINESE  MOVED  AT  NIGHT  AND 

24 

LAY  PERFECTLY  CAMOUFLAGED  WHILE  PLANES  FLEW  ABOVE  DURING  THE  DAY.‘^^ 

MacArthur  identified  21  Chinese  divisions  in  Korea  on  November  30, 

AND  IN  December,  27  divisions  formed  into  nine  corps. 

The  rear  area  security  at  Wonsan  in  November  1950  consisted 

MORE  of  combat  OPERATIONS  THAN  OF  CONSOLIDATION  OR  SECURITY  OPERATIONS. 


The  Chinese  Communist  Forces'  plan  was  straight  forward  —  to 
ENVELOPE  the  INLAND  FLANKS  OF  THE  ElGHT  ArMY  AND  THE  X  CORPS  AND 
TO  POCKET  THEIR  REMI^IfTS  AGAINST  THE  COAST  FOR  SUBSEQUENT  ANNIHI¬ 
LATION  WHILE  THE  MAIN  CHINESE  THRUST  CONTINUED  TO  THE  SOUTH  THROUGH 
THE  PENINSULA.^®  CONSEQUENTLY j  THE  DESCRIPTION  OF  ACTIONS  AT  WONSAN 

IN  November  1950  as  'rear  area  security'  is  somewhat  misleading, 

The  U.N.  forces  defended  against  the  combined  attacks  of  North 
Korean  and  Communist  Chinese  forces.  The  mission  of  the  3d  (US) 
Infantry  Division  and  the  ROK  Marine  Division  was  in  reality  the 
defense  of  the  Wonsan  perimeter  rather  than  a  police  action  implied 
BY  the  TERM^  rear  AREA  SECURITY. 

The  3d  Infantry  Division  was  a  motely  organization  in  1950. 
The  65th  Regiment  of  the  3d  Infantry  Division  had  embarked  on  two 
transports  in  Puerto  Rico  on  25  August  and  had  arrived  at  Pusan  on 
22  September.  The  other  two  regiments,  the  7th  and  15th,  and  the 
division  headquarters  sailed  from  San  Francisco  between  30  August 
AND  2  September,  The  division  was  augmented  with  8,500  Korean 
draftees  in  Japan, 

The  3d  Division  was  an  international  organization  by  the  time 
it  reached  Wonsan.  Some  squads  consisted  of  two  American  enlisted 
MEN  AND  eight  KOREANS.  ThE  65tH  ReGIMENT  WAS  COMPOSED  OF  WHITE 
Puerto  Ricans,  Virgin  Island  blacks,  and  white  American  sOuDIErs. 

A  TANK  COMPANY  HAD  ALL  BLACK  AMERICAN  SOLDIERS,  AND  OTHER  UNITS 
HAD  NUMEROUS  AMERICANS  OF  JAPANESE  DESCENT,^® 
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The  3d  Division  would  ultimately  participate  in  numerous 
MAJOR  engagements  WITH  THE  NORTH  KOREAN  FORCES  ALONG  THE  REGIMENTAL 
SUPPLY  ROUTES,  BEGINNING  APPROXIMATELY  FROM  12  NOVEMBER  1950  IN 
THE  AREA  WEST  OF  WoNSAN  BETWEEN  MaJON-N1  AND  TONGYANG.  SEVERAL 
OF  THESE  BATTLES  RESULTED  IN  HEAVY  LOSSES  IN  MEN  AND  EQUIPMENT 
AND  WERE  BY  NO  MEANS  'REAR  AREA  SECURITY.'  As  CHINESE  AND  NORTH 

Korean  coordination  improved,  the  3d  Division  losses  increased 

AND  ULTIMATELY  RESULTED  IN  THE  WITHDRAWAL  OF  THE  DIVISION  AND  THE 

ROK  Marine  Division  by  sea  on  15  December. 

In  summary,  the  strategic  setting  for  the  campaign  at  Wonsan 
INCLUDED  THE  VITAL  INTERESTS  OF  FIVE  POWERS;  DPRK,  ROK,  COMMUNIST 
China,  USSR,  and  the  United  States,  The  war's  most  significant 
SURPRISES  WERE  THE  ORIGINAL  ATTACK  BY  NoRTH  KoREA,  THE  ENTRANCE 
OF  THE  United  States  into  the  war,  and  the  intervention  by  Communist 
China.  Wonsan,  with  its  excellent  harbor  and  accessibility,  was 
destined  to  become  a  key  terrain  for  the  opposing  armies.  It  would 
certainly  have  considerable  influence  over  the  tactical  plans  of 
both  forces. 


CHAPTER  II 


THE  TACTICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

The  Climate  and  Weather 

Winters  in  North  Korea  range  from  very  cold  in  the  lowlands 
TO  severe,  aortic  weather  in  the  highlands,  The  mean  temperature 

IS  BELOW  FREEZING  IN  THE  LOWLANDS  WITH  THE  MEAN  MINIMUM  TEMPERATURE 
generally  below  zero  DEGREES  FAHRENHEIT  IN  THE  HIGHLANDS.  EXTREME 
MINIMUM  TEMPERATURES  ARE  30  TO  40  DEGREES  BELOW  ZERO,  ThE  MOUNTAINOUS 
INTERIOR  OF  NORTHERN  KOREA  IS  A  REGION  OF  RELATIVELY  HIGH  PRECIPI- 
TATIONJ  HOWEVER,  THE  PERIOD  FROM  OCTOBER  THROUGH  MARCH  IS  THE  DRY 
SEASON.  The  winter  precipitation  falls  PRIMARILY  AS  SNOW,  The 
ACCUMULATION  OF  SNOW  ON  THE  GROUND  SELDOM  HXCEEDS  ONE  FOOT  EXCEPT 
IN  THE  NORTHERN  MOUNTAIN  VALLEYS  WHERE  THE  DEPTH  IS  INCREASED  BY 
LOCAL  DRIFTING.  DaYS  OF  CLOUDLESS  SKIES  ARE  NOT  UNCOMMON,  AND 
RELATIVELY  CLEAR  SKIES  MAY  LAST  FOR  SEVERAL  DAYS,  ThE  BEST  SKY 
CONDITIONS  FOR  AERIAL  OPERATIONS  PREVAIL  IN  THE  WINTER  WHEN  CLOUD 
COVER  AVERAGES  .2  FOR  70%  OF  THE  TIME  IN  THE  INTERIOR.  VISIBILITY 
IS  ALSO  AFFECTED  BY  RADIA’^ION  FOGS,  ThESE  FORM  IN  THE  PROTECTED 
LOCALITIES  OF  THE  INTERIOR  DURING  CALM  PERIODS  OR  WITH  VERY  LIGHT 
WINDS  USUALLY  LATE  AT  NIGHT  OR  IN  THE  EARLY  MORNING.  ThE  FOG 
COVER  USUALLY  DISAPPEARS  BY  1000  HOURS. 

The  COLD  and  wet  weather  conditions  in  northern  Korea  resulted 
IN  instruction  in  the  prevention  of  immersion  (trench)  foot  and 


FROSTBITE.  ThE  LOW  TEMPERATURES^  PRODUCING  ARCTIC-LIKE  CONDITIONS, 
ACCOUNTED  FOR  85%  OF  THE  5,100  COLD  WEATHER  CASES  DURING  THE  WINTER 
OF  1950-51.  Because  extremely  cold  weather  sometimes  caused  initial 
SHOCKi  troops  were  INDOCTRINATED  IN  THE  USE  OF  WARMING  TENTS.  An 
emphasis  WAS  PLACED  ON  THE  CARE  OF  FEET.  MeDICAL  OFFICERS  AND  AID- 
MEN  TAUGHT  TROOPS  HOW  TO  PREVENT  AND  CARE  FOR  COLD  WEATHER  INJURIES. 

In  addition,  quartermaster  teams  from  the  General  Headquarters  were 
SENT  TO  THE  FIELD  IN  1950,  TO  DEMONSTRATE,  INSTRUCT,  AND  SUPERVISE 
THE  FITTING  OF  WINTER  CLOTHING.  ThE  MOST  IMPORTANT  CONSIDERATION 
WAS  THE  NECESSITY  FOR  TEACHING  COLD  WEATHER  HABITS  SO  THAT  COMBAT 
OPERATIONS  WOULD  NOT  BE  UNNECESSARILY  IMPEDED  BY  SEVERE  WEATHER. 

When  proper  preventive  measures  were  not  taken,  cold  weather  had 
AN  adverse  EFFECT  ON  TROOP  MORALE, 

The  extreme  weather  conditions  greatly  curtailed  maintenance 

PRODUCTION  PARTICULARLY  DURING  THE  HOURS  OF  DARKNESS.  MAINTENANCE 
TENTS  WITH  ADEQUATE  HEATING  WERE  ADDED  TO  EACH  ORDNANCE  MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY  OPERATING  IN  SNOW  OR  EXTREME  COLD.  DURING  VERY  COLD  WEATHER, 
PRE-HEATERS  WERE  USED  ON  VEHICLE  ENGINES  TO  INSURE  THE  EASE  OF 
STARTING. 

During  November  1950,  the  weather  was  clear  and  the  traffi- 

CABILITY  EXCELLENT  ON  ALL  ROADS  AND  HIGH  GROUNDS.  RiCE  PADDIES 
REMAINED  SOFT,  NOT  ALLOWING  TANKS  TO  CROSS.  As  DECEMBER  APPROACHED 
AND  THE  WEATHER  REMAINED  CLEAR  AND  COLDER,  THE  RICE  PADDIES  FROZE 
ALLOWING  TANKS  GOOD  TRAFFICABILITY.  LITTLE  SNOW  WAS  ENCOUNTERED 


WHICH  DID  NOT  SIGNIFICANTLY  HAMPER  OPERATIONS.  ICE  CJWSED  THE 
MOST  TROUBLE.  VEHICLES  HAD  TROUBLE  ON  ICE  OR  FROZEN  GROUND  IN 
OBTAINING  SUFFICIENT  TRACTION  TO  CROSS  TWO  OR  THREE  FEET  HIGH 
DIKES>  EVEN  WITH  HIGH  CHEVRON  TRACKS. 

As  THE  WEATHER  BECAME  COLDER^  MAINTENANCE  REQUIRED  MORE 
TIME  TO  COMPLETE  AND  FREQUENT  WARM-UP  PERIODS  FOR  VEHICLES  WERE 
NECESSARY,  LOGS  OR  BRANCHES  WERE  REQUIRED  TO  KEEP  TRACKS  OFF 
THE  GROUND  WHEN  PARKED^  TO  PREVENT  THE  TRACKS  FROM  FREEZING  TO 
THE  GROUND.  EXTREME  COLD  ALSO  CAUSED  THE  OIL  ON  THE  OPERATING 
PARTS  OF  AUTOMATIC  WEAPONS  TO  STIFFEN  RESULTING  IN  THE  WEAPONS 
FAILING  TO  FUNCTION  PROPERLY.  DURING  SEVERE  COLD  WEATHER>  EXCESS 
OIL  SHOULD  BE  REMOVED  BY  CLEANING  WITH  GASOLINE  OR  OTHER  AVAILABLE 
SOLVENT. 


Ihe . Ierrmh 

Korea  is  a  land  of  many  mountains,  few  roads,  numerous 

SMALL  rivers,  A  FEW  LARGE  ONES,  AND  MANY  RICE  PADDIE  AREAS.  ThE 
AREA  IS  DIFFICULT  TO  TRAVERSE  SO  THAT  COORDINATED  EMPLOYMENT  OF 
GROUND  FORCES  IS  HABITUALLY  DIFFICULT  AND  FREQUENTLY  IMPOSSIBLE. 

Numerous  scattered  peaks,  some  of  which  have  elevations  of  more 
THAN  8,000  FEET,  ARE  LOCATED  PRINCIPALLY  IN  THE  EASTERN  AND 
NORTHEASTERN  PARTS  OF  THE  COUNTRY.  WoNSAN,  THE  3d  INFANTRY 

Division's  area  of  operations,  lies  on  the  east  coast  of  Korea 

IN  THE  MIDDLE  OF  THE  MOUNTAIN  RANGE  WHICH  RUNS  FROM  THE  YaLU  RiVER 
IN  THE  NORTH  ALONG  THE  EAST  COAST  OF  THE  COUNTRY.  ThERE  IS  A 
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SCARCITY  OF  ROADS  IN  THIS  MOUNTAIN  RANGE  AREA,  EXISTING  ROADS 
ARE  ROUGH>  NARROW  AND  ROCKY^  BUT  ARE  SOLID  SUBSTANCE. 

The  mountain  region  provides  excellent  observation  into 

THE  VALLEY  AREAS,  HOWEVER,  FREQUENT  GROUND  FOG  AND  LOW  CLOUDS 
OBSTRUCT  OBSERVATION  DURING  EARLY  MORNING  HOURS.  DIRECT  AND 
INDIRECT  FIRE  WEAPONS  WERE  AFFECTED  BY  THE  TERRAIN.  THE  90MM 
TANK  MAIN  GUN,  USED  IN  THE  DIRECT  FIRE  ROLE,  WOULD  FIRE  AS 
CLOSE  AS  50  YARDS  IN  FRONT  OF  ATTACKING  OR  WITHDRAWING  INFANTRY. 

The  90mm  was  sometimes  effective  against  high  trajectory  weapons 

EMPLACED  BEHIND  RIDGES.  ThE  TECHNIQUE  USED  WAS  TO  SE"  THE  FUSE 
ON  THE  PROJECTILE  ON  DELAY  AND  FIRE  SO  AS  TO* RICHOCHET  THE  ROUND 
OFF  THE  RIDGE  AND  ABOVE  THE  POSITION  CAUSING  AN  AIR  BURST  OVER 
THE  ENEMY  POSITION,  ARTILLERY  FIRING  IN  SUPPORT  OF  THE  MANEUVER 
FORCES  RELIED  ON  THE  USE  OF  WHITE  PHOSPHOROUS  IN  ORDER  TO  LOCATE 
IMPACTING  ROUNDS  BECAUSE  OF  RUGGED  TERRAIN,  A  10-PER  CENT  INCREASE 
IN  WHITE  PHOSPHOROUS  WAS  RECOMMENDED  BECAUSE  OF  THE  TERRAIN  AND 
TO  DENY  THE  ENEMY  COVER  AND  CONCEALMENT. 

The  mountain  area  afforded  excellent  cover  but  concealment 

WAS  LIMITED  DUE  TO  THE  SPARSE  VEGETATION.  NORTH  KOREAN  AND 

Chinese  forces  compensated  for  the  lack  of  concealment  by 
effective  use  of  camouflage  and  extensive  NIGHT  OPERATIONS, 

The  terrain  and  weather  prior  to  the  winter  months 
presented  the  biggest  obstacle  to  U.S.  operations.'  During  the 

WARM  weather,  TRACKED  AND  WHEELED  VEHICLES  WERE  CONFINED  TO  THE 
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EXISTING  ROAD  NETWORKS.  SOFT  SOIL  CONDITIONS  AND  FLOODED  RICE 
PADDIES  PREVENTED  CROSS-COUNTRY  MOVEMENT.  NaRROWj  WINDING  ROADS 
PRESENTED  EASY  INTERDICTION  TARGETS  TO  THE  NORTH  KOREAN  AND 

Chinese  Communist  Forces  (CCF),  The  terrain  in  the  area  favors 

THE  DEFENDER.  NORTH  KOREAN  AND  CCF  OPPOSING  THE  3d  INFANTRY 

Division  operated  in  small  unit  elements  and  were  effective  in 

BLOCKING  THE  ROADS  WITH  ROCK  SLIDES  AND  AMBUSHING  CONVOYS.  In 
THE  WINTER^  ONCE  THE  RICE  PADDIES  WERE  DRAINED  AND  THE  GROUND 
FROZEN^  CROSS-COUNTRY  MOBILITY  IMPROVED  FOR  ARMORD  VEHICLES  BUT 
NOT  FOR  THE  WHEELED  VEHICLES  DUE  TO  THE  RUGGEDNESS  OF  THE  TERRAIN. 
The  MECHANIZATION  OF  THE  U.S.  FORCES  CREATED  AN  OBSTACLE  IN 
ITSELF  BY  LIMITING  THE  FORCES  TO  BE  EFFECTIVELY  EMPLOYED.  COMMUNIST 
FORCES  OPERATING  IN  THE  AREA  WERE  PURE  INFANTRY  AND  AS  SUCH  OFTEN 
TRAVERSED  THE  MOST  DIFFICULT  TERRAIN  FEATURES  TO  AVOID  THE  OVER¬ 
WHELMING  FIRE-POWER  OF  THE  U.S. 

For  THE  Communist  forces^  all  of  Korea  was  an  avenue  of 
APPROACH.  Terrain  was  no  barrier.  Often  the  enemy  selected  an 

AREA  OF  RUGGED^  MOUNTAINOUS  TERRAIN  WITH  A  POOR  ROAD  NET  AS  A 
MAIN  AXIS  OF  ADVANCE.  RiDGELINES,  MOUNTAINS,  VALLEYS,  AND  TRAILS 
ON  THE  SIDES  OF  HILLS  WERE  ALL  USED  BY  THE  ENEMY, 


The  3d  Infantry  Division,  placed  behind  the  1st  Marine 
Division,  fought  both  a  forward  area  battle  with  the  65th  Regimental 
Combat  Team  (RCT)  and  rear  area  protection  operations  with  the 
26th  (ROK)  Regiment  operating  to  the  north  of  Wonsan  and  the 


REMAINDER  OF  THE  DIVISION  OPERATING  TO  THE  SOUTH  OF  WONSAN. 

Enemy  composition  of  the  northern  forces  included  elements 
OF  AT  LEAST  THE  124tH,  125tH,  AND  126tH  CHINESE  COMMUNIST  FORCES 
divisions  OF  THE  42d  CHINESE  ArMY.  ThE  MISSION  OF  THE  CCF  WAS 
TO  CONDUCT  COORDINATED  ATTACKS  AGAINST  THE  RIGHT  FLANK  OF  THE 

X  Corps  (1st  Marine  and  3d  ID  sectors)  to  capture  the  port  city 
OF  Wonsan. 

Enemy  forces  opposing  the  division  south  of  Wonsan  were 
elements  of  the  2d^  5tHj  IOth^  and  15th  North  Korean  divisions 

THAT  HAD  BEEN  BYPASSED  BY  THE  U.N  FORCES.  ThE  TOTAL  FORCE 
structure  of  these  UNITS  WAS  ESTIMATED  TO  BE  BETWEEN  20^000  AND 

30,000  SOLDIERS.  However,  the  unit  integrity  had  been  lost  and 
GUERRILLA  BANDS  OF  VARIOUS  SIZES  FROM  200  TO  1,500  HAD  BEEN  FORMED 
OFTEN  TIMES  UNDER  THE  CONTROL  OF  CHINESE  OR  RUSSIAN  LEADERS, 

According  to  one  source,  guerrillas  were  to  be  formed  into 

INDEPENDENT  BATTALIONS  OF  700  PERSONNEL  EACH  TO  SUPPORT  THE 
OFFENSIVE  BY  THE  CCF  IN  THE  NORTH, 

The  CCF  offensive  in  the  north  was  organized  along 

CONVENTIONAL  LINES  WITH  A  CONVENTIONAL  FORCE  STRUCTURE.  ALTHOUGH 

THE  3d  Infantry  Division  encountered  some  of  these  conventional 

FORCES,  THE  MAJORITY  OF  THE  CONTACTS  WERE  MADE  WITH  THE  GUERRILLA 
GROUPS  OPERATING  INDEPENDENTLY  OF  EACH  OTHER,  AlL  OF  THESE 
ELEMENTS,  HOWEVER,  ATTACKED  CONVOYS  AND  VILLAGES  AS  A  MEANS  OF 
RESUPPLY. 


Except  for  a  few  instances^  North  Korean  forces  operating 
IN  THE  3d  id  sector  WERE  ARMED  WITH  ONLY  SMALL  ARMS.  MORTARS.  AND 
AUTOMATIC  WEAPONS,  On  A  FEW  OCCASIONS.  THE  3d  ID  ELEMENTS  WOULD 
ENCOUNTER  NORTH  KOREAN  UNITS  THAT  WERE  ARMED  WITH  ARTILLERY  PIECES 
GENERALLY  OF  WORLD  WaR  II  VINTAGE,  On  THESE  FEW  OCCASIONS.  THE 
U.S,  FIRE-POWER  PROVED  TO  BE  THE  DECISIVE  FACTOR  IN  THE  BATTLE 
FORCING  THE  NoRTH  KOREAN  ELEMENTS  TO  WITHDRAW  OR  ABI^KDON  THEIR 
ARTILLERY, 

From  a  technological  and  logistical  standpoint.  North 
Korean  forces  were  well  behind  the  U.S.  in  weapons  technology  and 

EMPLOYMENT  .  AND  BECAUSE  NoRTH  KOREAN  FORCES  WERE  OPERATING  BEHIND 
U.S,  LINES.  LOGISTICAL  SUPPORT  FROM  THE  NORTH  WAS  NON-EX  I STENCT. 
WHICH  MEANT  CONDUCTING  RAIDS  AND  AMBUSHES  IN  ORDER  TO  SUPPLY  THEIR 
FORCES, 

Guerrilla  type  operations  conducted  by  the  North  Korean 

FORCES  WAS  APPARENTLY  CONTROLLED  BY  HARD  CORE  CHINESE  OR  RUSSIAN 
advisors  infiltrated  into  the  SOUTH  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  ORGANIZING 
RESISTANCE.  LITTLE  IS  KNOWN  ABOUT  THE  OVERALL  COMMAND  AND  CONTROL. 
DUT  THE  RESEARCH  INDICATES  THAT  THE  GROUPS  PRIMARILY  OPERATED 
INDEPENDENTLY  OF  EACH  OTHER.  OnCE  AN  ADVISOR  HAD  ORGANIZED  150  TO 
200  PERSONNEL.  HE  WOULD  BEGIN  CONDUCTING  RAIDS  ON  TARGETS  OF 
OPPORTUNITY  USUALLY  FOR  FOOD  AND  AMMUNITION, 

The  LEADERSHIP  PROVIDED  BY  CHINESE  OR  RUSSIAN  OFFICERS  AND 
NCOS  WAS  APPARENTLY  NOT  LIMITED  TO  THE  NORTH  KOREAN  FORCES  OPERATING 
BEHIND  THE  U.S.  LINES  BUT  WAS  ALSO  A  PRACTICE  OF  FRONT  LINE  UNITS 


AS  WELL.  According  to  the  prisoner  of  war  reports ^  the  North 
Korean  leadership  demonstrated  toughness  and  determination  during 
training.  But  during  the  battle>  the  leaders  were  often  times 
THE  first  to  break  AND  RUN.  CHINESE  AND  RUSSIAN  LEADERSHIP 
reportedly  was  more  DETERMINED.  ThESE  OFFICERS  AND  NCOs  DID  NOT 
BREAK  AND  RUN  DURING  BATTLE^  AND  IT  WAS  REPORTED  THAT  THEY  WOULD 
SHOOT  ANYONE  WHO  DID. 

The  Communist  leadership  principle  of  using  fear  to  keep 

THE  SOLDIERS  IN  LINE  HAD  AN  ADVERSE  EFFECT  ON  UNIT  MORALE.  ThIS 
TACTIC^  COUPLED  WITH  THE  RECENT  U.N.  SUCCESSES^  LACK  OF  ADEQUATE 
SUPPLIES,  CLOTHING  AND  ILLNESS  FORCED  THE  CHINESE  TO  START  REPLACING 

North  Korean  front  line  units  with  Chinese  regulars. 

Very  little  information  on  North  Korean  or  Chinese  intelligence 

GATHERING  CAPABILITIES  HAS  COME  TO  LIGHT.  HOWEVER,  ONE  COLLECTION 
METHOD  KNOWN  TO  HAVE  BFEN  USED  WAS  SIMPLY  BY  VISUAL  OBSERVATION 
AND  PATTERN  ANALYSIS,  USING  HIGH  GROUND  TO  OBSERVE  A  TARGET, 

SOLDIERS  WOULD  WATCH  AND  RECORD  THE  ACTIVITY  IN  THE  TARGET  AREA 
LOOKING  FOR  EITHER  A  PATTERN  OR  TIMING  OF  EVENTS  OR  TRYING  TO 
DISCOVER  A  WEAKNESS  THAT  COULD  BE  EXPLOITED.  ThIS  METHOD  PROVED 
TO  BE  VERY  EFFECTIVE  FOR  THE  NORTH  AND  DID  NOT  RELY  ON  TECHNOLOGY 
FOR  SUCCESSFUL  ACCOMPLISHMENT. 


17 


CHAPTER  III 


THE  BATTLE  ANALYSIS 


ThLE..l!1.iaiIQl!lS. 

The  first  commitment  of  the  3d  (US)  Infantry  Division  in 
THE  Korean  War  took  puce  in  the  northeastern  Korea  during  the 
MONTH  OF  November^  1950.  It  was  integrated  as  rear  area  support 
INTO  THE  X  Corps  drive  north  to  the  Yalu  River.  Specifically^ 

THE  3d  Division's  mission  was  detailed  in  the  X  Corps  Operation 
Order  #6  on  11  November  as  follows 

(1)  Relieve  elements  of  the  1st  Marine  Division  in 
ZONE  BY  1224001  November. 

(2)  Secure  the  Wonsan  area. 

(3)  Destroy  enemy  in  zone. 

(4)  Establish  battalion  blocking  positions  in  accordance 
WITH  Annex  C  and  protect  X  Corps  left  (west)  flank  in  zone, 

(5)  Prepare  for  offensive  operations  to  the  west  (of 
Wonsan)  on  Yonghung  -  Hadongsan  Ni  (CU1283)  axis  and  on  Wonsan  - 
Onjonq  Ni  (CU1341)  axis. 

(6)  Provide  one  infantry  battalion  as  Corps  reserve., 
located  at  Hamhung, 

(7)  Gain  Operational  Control  of  the  26th  ROK  Regiment 
TO  assist  in  destroying  enemy  forces  in  zone. 
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The  3d  Infantry  DivisioNi  commanded  by  Brigadier  General 

SoULE^  WAS  COMPOSED  OF  THREE  ORGANIC  REGIMENTAL  COMBAT  TeAMS  (7tH^ 
15tH/  AND  65th)  and  had  attached  TO  IT  THE  IsT  ROK  Marine  Regiment 
AND  THE  26th  ROKA  Regiment.  By  the  21st  of  November^  the  3d  ID 
completed  its  unopposed  AMPHIBIOUS  LANDING  AT  WONSAN.  ThE  65tH 
RCT  LED  THE  WAY.^^  ITS  PRESENCE  PROGRESSIVELY  RELEASED  THE 
MAJORITY  OF  THE  IST  (US)  MARINE  DIVISION  FROM  SECURITY  OPERATIONS 

IN  THE  Wonsan  -  Hamhunq  area  for  its  follow-on  mission  up  north, 

In  ADDITION  TO  THE  ATTACHMENT  OF  SOUTH  KOREAN  FORCES,  ONE  UNIQUE 
aspect  OF  THE  TASK  ORGANIZATION  STANDARD  THROUGHOUT  THE  X  CORPS 
WAS  THE  ATTACHMENT  OF  A  TACTICAL  AIR  CONTROL  PARTY  TO  EACH  OF  THE 
INFANTRY  BATTALIONS,  ThIS  PROVIDED  SIMPLIFIED  COMMUNICATION 
PROCEDURES  AND  MORE  RESPONSIVE  AND  DIRECT  CLOSE  AIR  SUPPORT  (CAS) 

32 

MISSIONS,''^ 

The  Enemy  Qbj.eciiv£5. 

Since  the  3d  Infantry  Division's  mission  was  rear  area 

SECURITY  with  ON-ORDER  OFFENSIVE  TASKINGS,  ITS  PRINCIPAL  ADVERSARY 
WAS  A  CONGLOMERATION  OF  THE  BY-PASSED  NORTH  KOREAN  SOLDIERS  AND 
UNITS,  ORGANIZED  SoUTH  KOREAN  (CoMMUNIST)  GUERRILLAS,  BANDITS, 

THE  DESTITUTE,  AND  THE  D I SAFFECTIONED  POPULACE,  MANY  OF  WHOM 
SOUGHT  NOT  ONLY  POLITICAL  IDEALS  BUT  ALSO  THEIR  BASIC  NEEDS 
DROUGHT  ON  BY  COLD  AND  HUNGER;  THEY  HAD  BEEN  DISPLACED  BY  THE 
FIGHTING  OR  CUT  OFF  FROM  THEIR  SUPPLY  BASE  IN  THE  NORTH,  IN 
EITHER  CASE,  THEY  WERE  DESPERATE,  IN  BANDS  OF  2,000  TO  3,000 
EACH,  THEY  COULD  GIVE  A  BATTALION  FITS  FOR  A  DAY  OR  TWO  BEFORE 
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FADING  AWAY  INTO  THE  RUGGED  COUNTRYSIDE. 

Their  numbers  and  activities  reached  a  new  height  during 

THE  PERIOD  IN  MID-OCTOBER  WHEN  THE  COMMUNIST  CHINESE  JOINED  IN 
THE  FIGHTING  ON  OTHER  THAN  A  VOLUNTEER  SCALE.  BEGINNING  ON  18 

October^  coincidentally  the  same  date  on  which  the  X  Corps  began 

ITS  DEPARTURE  FROM  INCHON  FOR  THE  WIDE  SWEEP  OF  KoREA,  CHINESE 

Communist  forces  in  regimental  and  divisional  strength  crossed 
THE  Yalu  River  into  Korea  as  the  vanguard  of  a  long  parade  of 
North  Korean  supporters.  They  were  encountered  in  the  X  Corps 
ZONE  IN  only  one  GENERAL  AREA  —  ChOSIN  ReSERVOIR.^^ 

In  general^  the  enemy's  tactical  objectives  in  the  rear 
AREAS  assigned  TO  THE  3d  InFANTRY  DIVISION  WERE  DESGINATED  TO: 

(1)  DRAW  MANPOWER  FROM  FRONT  LINES 

(2)  INTERDICT  U.N.  LINES  OF  COMMUNICATIONS  AND 
SUPPLY  CENTERS 

(3)  DESTROY  REAR  AREA  INSTALLATIONS 

(4)  FURNISH  THE  NORTH  KOREANS  WITH  MILITARY 
INTELLIGENCE/  AND 

(5)  TERRORIZE  THE  LOCAL  POPULATION  INTO  COOPERATION.^^ 

They  also  had  a  strong  personal  objective  of  staying  alive/ 
WHICH  necessitated  PILFERAGE.  ThEIR  MILITARY  AND  POLITICAL  OBJECTIVES 

included: 

(1)  STRENGTHENING  PARTY  CELLS 

(2)  DISSEMINATION  OF  COMMUNIST  PROPAGANDA 


(3)  CREATION  OF  DISSATISFACTION  TOWARD  THE  ROK 

GOVERNMENT 

(4)  FOSTERING  OF  ANTAGONISM  TOWARD  THE  U.N.  FORCES 

(5)  DISRUPTION  OF  ECONOMIC  LIFE^  AND 

(6)  THE  INFILTRATION  OF  ROK  GOVERNMENT/  POLICE  AND 
MILITARY  ORGANIZATIONS,^® 

The  Enemy, -Tact ICS 

By  EMPLOYMENT  OF  THE  FOLLOWING  TACTICS/  THE  ENEMY  WAS  ABLE 
TO  OPERATE  IN  SPITE  OF  THE  FRIENDLY  AIR/  ARTILLERY/  ARMOR/  AND 
LOGISTIC  SUPERIORITY! 

Movement! 

Movement  was  made  at  niqht/  by  fooT/  and  in  small  groups 

ALONG  diverse  ROUTES  TO  AVOID  DETECTION.  DURING  THE  DAY/  THEY  RESTED. 
The  OFFICERS  and  Communist  party  officials  used  houses  confiscated 

FROM  the  POPULACE/  AND  THE  ENLISTED  MEN  DUG  HOLES  ALONG  THE  ROADS 
AND  TRAILS  THEY  TRAVERSED.  MaNY  WERE  FOUND  IN  SUCH  HOLES  FROZEN 
TO  DEATH  FROM  NIGHT-TIME  TEMPERATURES  THAT  DIPPED  IN  THE  LATE 

November  to  Using  mountain^and  cross-country  pathS/  they 

COULD  average  22  MILES  PER  NIGHT/  WITH  FORCED  MARCH  DISTANCES  REACHING 
35  MILES  WITHOUT  IMPAIRING  COMBAT  EFFICIENCY,  TRAILS  WERE  MARKED 
BY  WOVEN  GRASS  OR  STRAW  RINGS  ABOUT  EIGHT  INCHES  IN  DIAMETER  PLACED 
EVERY  50  TO  100  METERS  ALONG  THE  WAY. 
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Patrols • 

The  enemv  used  small  reconnaissance  patrols  to  maintain 

CONTACT  with  THE  U.N.  UNITS,  HORSES  ALLOWED  THEM  TO  COVER  LARGER 

AREAS.  They  were  armed  with  automatic  weapons  and  concussion 

GRENADES^  OFTEN  USED  TO  PROD  A  U.N,  RESPONSE  WITH  THE  OBJECTIVE 
OF  DETERMINING  LOCATION  AND  STRENGTH.  ThEY  WOULD  ALSO  ASSIST 
ARTILLERY  TARGET  ACQUISITION  BY  FIRING  TRACER  ROUNDS  INTO  KNOWN 
U.N.  POSITIONS, 

ATTACK*. 

The  enemy  often  attacked  at  night  supported  by  well- 
coordinated  MORTARj  ROCKET^  AND  AUTOMATIC  WEAPONS  FIRES.  BECAUSE 
OF  TRANSPORTABILITY^  CAMOUFLAGE^  AND  LOGISTIC  DIFFICULTIES 
ASSOCIATED  WITH  ARTILLERY,  THE  ENEMY  USED  IT  VERY  LITTLE,  ThEY 
CONDUCTED  AN  INFANTRY  ASSAULT  ON  THE  HEELS  OF  THEIR  SUPPORTING 
FIRE  USING,  literally,  WAVES  OF  HUMANITY.  ThOSE  WHO  HAD  WEAPONS 
CHARGED  WITH  RIFLES,  SUB-MACH  I NEGUNS,  AND  CONCUSSION  GRENADES. 

(Only  about  60%  of  the  guerrillas  did  at  any  one  time  had  weapons 

IN  their  POSSESSION. ThEY  USED  WHISTLES,  BUGLES,  AND  FLARES 
TO  EXERCISE  COMMAND  AND  CONTROL,  AND  THEY  CAPITALIZED  ON  THE 
CONFUSION  AND  FRIGHT  THOSE  TOOLS  CAUSED  IN  THE  U.N.  FORCES. 

When  they  seized  their  objective,  they  would  quickly  dig  in  and 

REORGANIZE,  If  THEY  FAILED,  THEY  WOULD  WITHDRAW  IN  AN  ORDERLY 
FASHION  WITH  THEIR  DEAD  IN  TOW. 

The  ENEMY  ALWAYS  TRIED  HARD  TO  INFILTRATE  U.N.  UNITS 
DURING  THEIR  ATTACKS.  OUR  INABILITY  TO  TELL  ONE  ORIENTAL  FROM 
ANOTHER  MADE  THE  U.S.  UNITS  PARTICULARLY  VULNERABLE  TO  THIS  TACTICj(, 


As  WITH  RECONNAISSANCE.  PATROLS,  THE  ENEMY  WAS  PARTICULARLY 
ADEPT  AT  TRICKING  U.N.  FORCES  INTO  DISCLOSING  THEIR  POSITIONS  AND 
STRENGTH  BY  USING  PROBING  FIRE  OR  EMPLOYING  ENGLISH-SPEAKING 
MEMBERS  WHO  WOULD  POSE  AS  FRIENDLY.  DEMONSTRATING  GREAT  COURAGE, 

THEY  WOULD  WALK  RIGHT  UP  TO  U.N.  POSITIONS  WHILE  IN  SUCH  DISGUISE 
AND  THEN  OPEN  FIRE  ON  THEM. 

Defense: 

The  enemy  attempted  to  coax  U.N.  troops  into  their 
lines  by  opening  access  routes  and  then  attacking  on  both  flanks 
AND  the  rear,  preventing  ESCAPE  OR  REINFORCEMENT. 

They  avoided  high  ground  where  they  were  vulnerable 
TO  U.N.  air  observation  or  ATTACK.  INSTEAD,  THEY  ESTABLISHED 
THEIR  DEFENSIVE  POSITIONS  ON  THE  REVERSE  SIDE  OF  HILLS  OR  WELL 
DOWN  ON  THE  FRONT  SIDE,  ThEY  MADE  EVERY  ATTEMPT  TO  OUTFLANK 
THEIR  ENEMY  AND  DECEPTIVELY  HIDE  THEIR  MAIN  FORCE.  FOR  INSTANCE, 
SOMETIMES  THEY  PUBLICIZED  THEIR  LINES  WITH  LARGE  FIRES  AT  NIGHT 
WHILE  THEY  WITHDRAW  TO  SAFE  GROUND  IN  THE  REAR,  As  A  RESULT,  THE 
U.N,  FORCES  WOULD  WASTE  A  LOT  OF  AMMUNITION, 

Guerrilla  Operations: 

Vehicle  columns  were  allowed  to  enter  an  ambush  and  then 
THE  lead  and  rear  VEHICLES  WERE  CRIPPLED.  ThE  ENEMY  RAKED  THE 
TRAPPED  COLUMNS  FROM  HIGH  GROUND  ON  BOTH  SIDES  OF  THE  ROAD. 

The  ENEMY  USED  TANK  HUNTER-KILLER  TEAMS  AGAINST  ARMOR. 

One  type  of  team  had  three  members  —  one  with  anti-armor  rocket 
launcher;  two  for  security  and  to  carry  supplies.  Another  type 
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USED  A  MODIFIED  BANGALORE  TORPEDO  AND  STILL  ANOTHER  USED  SATCHEL 
CHARGES  SUSPENDED  ON  LONG  BAMBOO  POLES. 

Infiltrators  would  build  road  blocks  behind  U.N.  forces 

AND  CUT  OFF  THEIR  ESCAPE  PRIOR  TO  A  MAJOR  OFFENSIVE. 

In  THE  MOUNTAINS,  SMALL  ENEMY  GROUPS  WOULD  OCCUPY  THE 
HIGH  GROUND  AND  ALLOW  THEMSELVES  TO  BE  OBSERVED,  INVITING  ATTACK. 

U.  N.  FORCES  WOULD  CONCENTRATE  FIRE  ON  THEM,  WHILE  OTHER  ENEMY 
GROUPS  WOULD  ENCIRCLE  THEM  THROUGH  THE  VALLEYS,  ThEY  USED  A 
SPECIAL  HARPOON  TO  CLIMB  STEEP  MOUNTAIN  CLIFFS. 

Leading  elements  of  attack  groups  mingled  with  refugee 

STRAGGLERS  AND  WOULD  ATTACK  BY  SURPRISE.  DISGUISED  AS  REFUGEES, 

THEY  PREPARED  AMBUSHES  AND  ROAD  BLOCKS  ALONG  FRIENDLY  AVENUES  OF 
WITHDRAWAL, 

They  would  fearlessly  raise  their  hands  to  surrender^ 

AND,  when  U.N.  troops  MOVED  CLOSE  TO  TAKE  THE  PRISONERS,  LARGER 
ENEMY  UNITS  HIDDEN  IN  THE  FOLIAGE  WOULD  OPEN  FIRE, 

They  would  conduct  "Manse i,"  Korean  version  of  "Banzai," 

ATTACKS  IN  GROUPS  OF  50  OR  MORE.  WhEN  U.N.  FORCES  CONCENTRATED 
THEIR  FIRE  ON  THE  HUMAN  WAVE,  OTHERS  WOULD  SLIP  AROUND  FOR  A 
FLANKING  ATTACK. 

They  would  employ  extremely  well  camouflaged  tanks 
AND  direct-fire  ARTILLERY  ALONG  THE  ROAD  AS  U.N.  COLUMNS  PASSED. 

They  would  offer  up  a  brightly  painted,  new  looking 
tank  to  air  attack  and  heavily  defend  it  in  tight  terrain  with 

ANTI-AIRCRAFT  ARTILLERY  -  A  FLAK  TRAP. 

Enemy  troops  wearing  white  arm  bands  would  approach 
U.N.  positions  claiming  to  be  guards.  When  close,  they  would  attack. 
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Cover  and  Concealment; 

North  Korean  troops  were  good  at  passive  air  defense. 
They  stayed  motionless  even  when  being  bombed  and  wore  disguises 
AND  camouflage  THAT  MADE  THEM  HARD  TO  DETECT.  It  WOULD  BE  AN 
INTERESTING  NOTE  THAT  THEY  LEARNED  TO  CRAWL  ON  THEIR  BACK>  LOOKING 
AT  THE  AIRCRAFT  ABOVE. 

Their  winter  uniform  could  be  reversed  to  make  it  white 

AGAINST  the  SNOW.  WoVEN  STRAW  MATS  AND  OTHER  NATURAL  MATERIALS 
WERE  USED  TO  COVER  UP  PEOPLE  AND  EQUIPMENT.  MoST  OF  THEIR  MOVE¬ 
MENT  WAS  CONDUCTED  AT  NIGHT. 


The  first  elements  of  the  65th  RCT  came  ashore  at  Wonsan  late 

ON  5  November  1950.  On  the  6th^  the  2d  Battalion..  65th  RCT  moved 

into  positions  at  Yonqhung.  TheyV  together  with  the  96th  Field 
Artillery  Battalion^  made  the  first  contact  with  enemy  forces  at 

0300  HOURS  ON  7  November.  On  the  north  edge  of  Yonghunq>  they 

WERE  ATTACKED  BY  NORTH  KOREANS  IN  WHAT  WAS  TO  BE  THE  FIRST  OF  MANY 
NIGHT-TIME  ENGAGEMENTS  WITH  THE  ENEMY,  By  MORNING,  WHEN  VISIBILITY 
ALLOWED  MORE  ACCURATE  FIRING,  THE  ATTACK  WAS  REPULSED,  A  SMALLER 
FORCE  ATTACKED  AGAIN  THE  NEXT  NIGHT  WITH  SIMILAR  RESULTS, 

On  9  November,  the  65th  RCT  sent  its  1st  Battalion  to  the 
WEST  to  establish  CONTACT  WITH  EIGHTH  ArMY  ELEMENTS,  MEANWHILE, 

THE  58th  Field  Artillery  Battalion  closed  in  Yonghung.  By  the 
EVENING  OF  THE  10TH,  IST  Bn,  65tH  RCT  HAD  GONE  31  MILES  WITHOUT 


RESISTANCE.  HOWEVER^  THEY  DID  ENCOUNTER  DELAYS  DUE  TO  MISINFORMATION 
ON  BRIDGES,  WHICH  PROMPTED  THE  X  CORPS  COMMANDER,  MaJOR  GENERAL 

Almond,  to  personally  visit  the  scene  and  install  a  sense  of 

URGENCY  IN  THE  UNIT  COMMAND.  GENERAL  AlMOND  REPEATEDLY  EXHIBITED 
similarly  strong  command  and  CONTROL  THROUGHOUT  THE  X  CORPS 
OPERATIONS  IN  KoREA. 

The  FOLLOWING  DAY,  11  NOVEMBER,  A  PATROL  REACHED  THE  EIGHTH 

Army  contact  point,  Hadongsan-Ni,  but  made  no  contact  with  elements 
OF  THE  Eighth  Army.  On  the  same  day,  the  15th  Infantry  Regimental 
Combat  Team  began  landing  at  Wonsan,  and  an  estimated  25  enemy 
attacked  a  patrol  of  the  65th  RCT,  vicinity  CU1594.  After  a 
short  fire  fight,  the  enemy  was  REPULSED.  By  THIS  TIME,  IT  WAS 
CLEAR  THAT  THE  INSURGENTS  WOULD  .CONTINUE  TO  AMBUSH  AND  ATTACK 
CONVOYS,  SUPPLY  TRAINS,  AND  OTHER  INSTALLATIONS  IN  A  SIMILAR 
MANNER.  It  was  ALSO  ANTICIPATED  THAT  GUERRILLA  ACTIVITIES  IN 
THE  HaMHUNG  AREA  WOULD  INCREASE  AS  A  RESULT  OF  THE  ENEMY'S 
NORTHERLY  MOVEMENT, 

On  12  November,  elements  of  both  the  15th  and  65th  RCTs 

MADE  CONTACT  WITH  UNIDENTIFIED  ENEMY  UNITS,  PERHAPS  REMANATS  OF 
THE  RETREATING  NoRTH  KOREAN  10TH  DIVISION.  NeAR  CU4687,  AN 
ESTIMATED  35  ENEMY  WERE  CONFRONTED  BY  THE  65tH  RCT;  THEY  WERE 
DISPERSED  BY  ARTILLERY.  ThREE  ROAD  BLOCKS  WERE  ENCOUNTERED 

BETWEEN  Wonsan  and  Najon-Ni.  Similar  light  action  characterized 
13  November  when  guerrillas  were  reported  in  villages  at  CU1810 
AND  CU5233.  Some  villagers  were  taken  as  conscripts  when  the 
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ENEMY  WITHDRAW  TOWARD  PaKHOENYONG  MOUNTAIN  IN  THE  MaJ0N“Ni  AREA, 

In  ANOTHER  ACTION^  17  OF  AN  ESTIMATED  30  ENEMY  WERE  KILLED  OR 
CAPTURED  IN  FIGHTING  HALF  A  MILE  SOUTH  OF  HaDONGSAN-Ni  BY  THE 

65th  RCT. 

Contact  was  fianlly  established  with  the  Eighth  Army  on 
14  November  by  ROK  patrols  operating  out  of  a  base  40  miles  west 
OF  THE  COAST,  In  ADDITION^  PATROLS  OF  THE  65tH  RCT  THOROUGHLY 
SEARCHED  THE  ChOWON  AREA  VICINITY  CU5591  FOR  A  LARGE  GROUP  OF 
ENEMY  REPORTED,  WITH  NO  SUCCESS,  HOWEVER,  ELEMENTS  OF  THE  15tH 
RCT  ENCOUNTERED  AND  DISPERSED  ENEMY  UNITS  AT  ChUAM“Ni  VICINITY 
CU5623  AND  Chigye-Dong  vicinity  CU  5433  with  large  numbers  of 

ENEMY  KILLED  IN  ACTION, 

On  the  15th,  a  patrol  of  the  15th  RCT  contacted  a  group 
OF  ENEMY  TROOPS  AT  ChUN6-Ni,  VICINITY  CU6227,  BUT  THEY  WERE 
UNSUCCESSFUL  IN  FORCING  AN  ENGAGEMENT  BEFORE  THE  ENEMY  ESCAPED 
TO  THE  SOUTH,  ANOTHER  ELEMENT  OF  THE  15tH  RCT  CAPTURED  200 
ENEMY  THAT  SAME  DAY  AT  KORI,  BY  THIS  TIME,  ALL  THE  UNITS  IN  THE 

3d  Infantry  Division  were  engaged  in  their  vigorous  anti -guerrilla 
PATROLS  in  zone. 

On  16  November,  neither  the  15th  nor  the  65th  RCT  reported 
significant  enemy  CONTACT,  The  7th  RCT  was  still  arriving  on 
SHORE,  However,  the  26th  ROK  Regiment,  headquartered  at  Chigyong, 

JUST  SOUTH  OF  HaMHUNG,  ENCOUNTERED  AN  ENEMY  GROUP  DUG  IN  WITH  TWO 
MACHINEGUNS  on  A  HILL  NORTH  OF  HuKSl'-Rl,  NEARLY  50  OF  THE  26th 


27 


CONTINGENT  WERE  TURNED  BACK  BY  THE  ENEMY'S  STRONG  FIRE  SUPPORT. 

By  17  November^  the  7th  RCT  completed  landing  at  Wonsan 
AND^  on  the  following  DAYj  THEY  BEGAN  TO  MOVE  ONE  BATTALION  TO 
THE  HaMHUNQ  area  TO  TAKE  UP  SECURITY  OPERATIONS.  ThIS  ALLOWED 

THE  26th  ROK  Regiment  to  attack  west  on  the  18th  of  November 

ABOUT  SEVEN  MILES  AGAINST  LIGHT  RESISTANCE  TO  THE  TOWN  OF 

Huksu-Ri.  There  they  reported  an  estimated  L500  enemy  and 

CALLED  IN  AN  AIR  STRIKE  TO  DISPERSE  THEM.  ThEY  ENTERED  HUKSU-Rl 
ON  THE  SAME  DAY.  ThE  3d  BNj  KoREAN  MaRINE  CoRPS  (KMC)>  ON  THE 
OTHER  HAND,  HAD  BEEN  STOPPED  BY  A  ROAD  BLOCK  SINCE  LATE  NIGHT  OF 

16  November.  They  were  on  their  way  to  Sanjague-Dong,  vicinity 
CU3036,  AND  HAD  to  CONTINUE  ON  FOOT  TO  AVOID  DELAYS,  STREAM 
WATER  LEVELS  WERE  HIGH  DUE  TO  ICE  JAMS  AND  IT,  COMBINED  WITH 
POOR  ROAD  ELEVATION  AND  DRAINAGE,  NECESSITATED  ROAD  REPAIR 
BEFORE  MOVEMENT  BY  VEHICLE  COULD  CONTINUE. 


Elements  of  the  15th  RCT  engaged  approximately  25  enemy 
DUG  IN  AT  CLJ4732,  TWO  AND  A  HALF  MILE  EAST  OF  MaJON-Ni,  AND 
SEIZED  ENEMY  STOCKPILES  OF  ARMS  AND  AMMUNITION  AT  YONGPO-Rl, 

VICINITY  CU3735,  ON  17  November.  There  were  also  reports  from 
CIVILIAN  sources  AT  1723501  Nov  THAT  A  VILLAGE  AT  CU4277,  THREE 
MILES  WEST  OF  YoNGHUNG,  WAS  UNDER  A  STRONG  ENEMY  ATTACK,  INCLUDING 
ARTILLERY. 


At  this  PERIOD  IN  TIME,  IT  WAS  BECOMING  INCREASINGLY 
APPARENT  THAT  THE  ENEMY  WAS  GROWING  STRONGER  IN  HIS  ABILITY  TO 
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CONDUCT  LIMITED  ATTACKS  ON  THE  X  CoRPS  WEST  FLANK.  BOTH  PLANS 
AND  ORDERS  WERE  BEGINNING  TO  EMPHASIZE  CONTACT  WITH  AND  SUPPORT 

OF  THE  Eighth  Army. 

The  3d  Infantry  Division  units  spent  their  time  on  18  and 
19  November  chasing  down  the  leads  of  possible  enemy  locations 
AND  concentrations,  ALTHOUGH  LITTLE  CONTACT  WAS  MADE.  THOUSANDS 
OF  SAFE  PASSAGE  INVITATIONS  HAD  BEEN  DROPPED  ON  THE  COUNTRYSIDE 
from  the  TIME  THE  X  CORPS  LANDED  IN  HOPES  OF  PROMPTING  SURRENDERS. 

One  example  of  success  in  this  program  was  a  North  Korean  dental 

OFFICER  WHO  TURNED  HIMSELF  IN  ON  16  NOVEMBER.  HE  SAID  THAT  SUCH 
LEAFLETS  WERE  WELL  KNOWN  BY  THE  .ENEMY  SOLDIERS  AND  WOULD  PROBABLY 
BE  MUCH  MORE  SUCCESSFUL  IF  POSSESSION  OF  TH^WAS  NOT  DEALT  WITH 
HARSH  PUNISHMENT  BY  THE  ENEMY  LEADERSHIP.^® 

The  20th  of  November  saw  only  light  patrol  contacts  by  the 
15th  AND  65th  RCTs  in  scattered  AREAS  OF  THE  3d  InFANTRY  DIVISION 
ZONE.  Enemy  forces  defending  Huksu-Ri  stubbornly  resisted  the 
26th  ROK  Regiment,  but  were  finally  defeated  and  pushed  out  of 
town.  During  the  action,  150  North  Koreans  were  killed  and  seven 
WERE  taken  prisoner. 

By  21  November,  the  3d  Infantry  Division  completed  the 
landing  of  all  its  units.  The  7th  and  65th  RCTs  reported  contact. 
The  7th  RCT  ran  into  a  North  Korean  company,  vicinity  CU3566,  and 
the  65th  RCT  engaged  50  to  75  enemy  troops  at  CU1213.  Enemy 
reinforcements  raised  that  number  to  nearly  300,  In  other 
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INCIDENTS  THAT  DAY^  NINE  CRATERS  WERE  BLOWN  IN  THE  ROAD  LEADING 
FROM  HaGARU-Ri  to  YuDAM-Ni,  making  it  IMPOSSIBLE  FOR  VEHICULAR 
MOVEMENTS,  At  FOUR  OTHER  LOCATIONS  ON  THE  SAME  ROUTE,  STONE 
OBSTACLES  HAD  BEEN  BUILT  AND  COVERED  WITH  BRUSH  TO  DELAY  TRAFFIC 
AND  FACILITATE  AMBUSH. 

On  22  November,  the  X  Corps  Operating  Instruction  #17  was 

ISSUED  WITH  THE  FOLLOWING  CONTENTS  PERTINENT  TO  THE  3d  INFANTRY 

Division  operations'.^^ 

(1)  Destroy  enemy  in  zone. 

(2)  Establish  blocking  position  at  Sachang-Ni  (CU2439). 

(3)  Continue  present  mission. 

By  this  time,  the  X  Corps  leadership  had  an  emerging  trend 
IN  enemy  activity  to  consider,  There  was  an  overwhelming  evidence 

OF  GROWING  EFFICIENCY  AND  ORGANIZATION  OF  ENEMY  FORCES  OPERATING 
BEHIND  THE  X  CORPS  FRONT  LINES  AND  IN  THE  EIGHTH  ArMY  ZONE  NEAR 
THE  X  Corps  boundary.  In  previous  weeks,  enemy  groups  consisted 
OF  stragglers  and  disorganized  remnants  of  retreating  units  whose 
activities  were  generally  concerned  with  minor  raids,  ambushes, 
and  attacks  on  villages  to  obtain  food  and  clothing.  Now  these 
elements  had  gradually  been  integrated  into  forces  WHff^H  WERE  WELL 
ORGANIZED  AND  EQUIPPED  WITH  ORGANIC  ARTILLERY.  ThEY  WERE  CAPABLE 
OF  LAUNCHING  COORDINATED  ATTACKS  IN  CONSIDERABLE  STRENGTH,  AS 
EVIDENCED  BY  THE  BATTLE  AT  MaJON-Ni,^® 

On  23  November,  there  was  a  lot  guerrilla  activities  in 


LARGE  STRENGTHS  AND  SPREAD  OVER  A  WIDE  AREA.  HOWEVER.  THE  26TH 

ROK  Regiment  patrolled  west  of  Huksu-Ri  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
X  Corps  boundary  and  captured  Sachang-Ni  in  order  to  establish 
the  blocking  position  directed  in  01  #17. 

The  X  Corps  Operation  Order  #7.  dated  2524001  Nov  50. 
contained  the  following  directions  for  the  3d  Infantry  Division 

(1)  Gain  and  maintain  contact  with  the  Eighth  Army 
right  flank. 

(2)  Protect  the  X  Corps  west  funk  in  zone. 

(3)  Support  the  Isj  Marine  Division  on  order. 

(4)  Protect  the  airfield  and  harbor  facilities  in  the 
Wonsan  area. 

(5)  Destroy  enemy  guerrilla  forces  in  zone. 

The  7th  RCT  followed  the  26th  ROK  Regiment  and.  despite 
FRIGID  -25* F  temperatures  and  high  winds  to  result  in  several 
cases  of  frost  bite,  on  26  November,  the  1st  Bn.  7th  RCT.  completed 
RELIEF  OF  THE  26TH  ROK  REGIMENT  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  SACHANG-Ni . 

After  relief,  the  26th  was  transferred  to  the  7th  Infantry  Division' 

CONTROL  AND  ZONE  IN  ORDER  TO  HELP  THE  X  CoRPS  PLANNED  FINAL  ATTACK 
NORTH.  Against  mounting  resistance  from  an  increasing  number  of 
NEWLY  IDENTIFIED  CCF  DIVISIONS.  THE  IST  MARINE  DIVISION  AND  ELEMENTS 

OF  THE  7th  Infantry  Division  attacked  to  north  on  27  November  along 

BOTH  SIDES  OF  ChOSIN  ReSERVOIR. 


Down  south  in  the  3d  Infantry  Division  zone,  MG  Almond, 

THE  CORPS  commander,  WAS  SUMMONED  TO  A  HASTILY  CALLED  MEETING  AT 

THE  Far  East  Command  Headquarters  in  Tokyo  on  28  November.  At 

THIS  meeting,  covering  THE  FULL  SITUATION  OF  THE  EIGHTH  ArMY  AND 

X  Corps,  General  MacArthur  directed  that  existing  missions  of  the 

X  Corps  be  continued  except  for  the  attack  northwest  from  the 

Chosin  Reservoir.  He  directed  it  be  discontinued. ^2  7^^  x  Corps 
WEST  FLANK  WAS  TOO  WEAK  AND  ENEMY  FORCES  TOO  STRONG  TO  RISK  IT. 


That  same  day,  to  give  greater  protection  to  the  X  Corps 
LEFT  FLANK,  01  §  18  (2814171  NoV  50)  WAS  ISSUED  WITH  THE  FOLLWOING 
CONSEQUENCES  FOR  THE  3d  INFANTRY  DIVISION 


(1)  New  BOUNDARY  BETWEEN  3d  ID  AND  7tH  ID  PLACED 
Majon-Dong  (CU5840)  in  3d  ID  zone. 

(2)  3d  Bn,  7th  RCT,  was  released  to  control  of  3d  ID 

WHEN  relieved  AT  HaMHUNG  BY  AN  INFANTRY  BATTALION  OF  7tH  ID. 
Employ  3d  Bn,  7th  RCT,  initially  from  base  at  Majon-Dong  (CU5840) 
TO  PROTECT  X  Corps  main  supply  route  in  that  vicinity  and  to 
OPERATE  ON  MaJON-DoNG  -  HUKSU-Rl  AXIS. 


On  29  November,  1st  Bn,  7th  RCT,  in  the  vicinity  of  Sachang-Ni, 

WAS  ATTACKED  HEAVILY  ON  THREE  SIDES  IN  THE  EARLY  MORNING  HOURS. 

The  2d  Bn  moved  to  relieve  the  1st  Bn.  Company  G,  from  Huksu-Ri, 

FOUGHT  ITS  WAY  TO  THE  IST  Bn,  AND  WITH  THIS  REINFORCEMENT,  THE 

1st  Bn  conducted  a  successful  defense  of  its  position.  The 

REMAINDER  OF  THE  2d  BN,  WITH  A  SUPPLY  CONVOY,  ARRIVED  AFTER  DARK 
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ON  THE  FOLLOWING  DAY,  30  NOVEMBER,  AND  ENEMY  CONTACT  HAD  BROKEN 
BY  THAT  TIME, 

This  action  conducted  in  defense  of  Huksu-Ri  and  Sachang-Ni 

MAY  WELL  HAVE  BEEN  THE  KEY  OPERATION  IN  NOVEMBER  BY  THE  3d  InFANTRY 

Division  in  support  of  the  X  Corps.  It  prevented  the  CCF  forces 
FROM  penetrating  THE  CORPS  MAJOR  SERVICE  INSTALLATIONS  IN  THE 
vicinity  OF  HAMHUNG,  CUTTING  OFF  THE  X  CORPS  WITHDRAWAL  ROUTE, 

AND  SPLITTING  THE  X  CORPS.  HOWEVER,  THE  CCF  COUNTEROFFENSIVE 
HAD  BEGUN. 

Responding  to  the  CINCUNC  orders  to  assist  the  Eighth 
Army,  the  X  Corps  OPORD  #8  was  published  with  the  following 
directions  FOR  THE  3d  Infantry  Divisions^^ 

(1)  Attack  with  a  strong  task  force  on  Yonghung 
(CU4978)  -  Inhung-Ni  (CU1891)  axis  without  delay;  develop  enemy 
FORCES  IN  SaNSONG-Ni  (CU0291)  AREA  AND  ASSIST  THE  EIGHTH  ArMY. 

(2)  Protect  the  X  Corps  left  (west)  flank  and  Hamhung 
(CU7518)  -  Sudong  MSR  in  zone. 

(3)  Concentrate  remaining  elements  of  Division  in 
Chiqyonq  (CU6512)  -  Yonpo  (CU7305)  area. 

It  also  created  Task  Force  Charlie,  under  the  command  of 
Brigadier  General  A,  D.  Mead,  composed  of  the  1st  KMC  Regiment 

AND  ONE  BATTALION  FROM  THE  3d  InFANTRY  DIVISION  WITH  MISSIONS 
TO  DESTROY  ENEMY  IN  ZONE  AND  TO  PROTECT  WoNSAN  AND  ITS  AIRFIELD. 
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Because  of  the  rapidly  deteriorating  situation  in  the  II 
ROK  Corps  zone,  OPORD  #8  was  never  executed,  It  was  overtaken 
BY  events.  The  X  Corps  forces  were  extended  over  a  400  mile 
front  and  the  3d  Infantry  Division  had  a  100  mile  front.  The 
decision  to  concentrate  in  the  HaMHUNG  -  HuNQNAM  ARBf required 
RAPID  EXECUTION.  ThE  3d  ID  HAD  TO  MOVE  APPROXIMATELY  70  MILES 
WITH  THE  POSSIBILITY  OF  ENEMY  ATTACK  ENROUTE  IN  ORDER  TO  ACCOMPLISH 
MISSIONS  CONTAINED  IN  01  #20,  DATED  0116361  DeC  505^^ 

(1)  Establish  command  post  at  Hamhung. 

(2)  Concentrate  one  RCT  vicinity  Oro-Ri  (CU6950) 

AND  one  RCT  vicinity  Chigyong  (CU6612). 

(3)  Cover  movement  of  the  X  Corps  elements  into 
Hamhung  -  Hungnam  area. 

(4)  Continue  covering  force  positions  vicinity 
Huksu-Ri  and  along  Inhung-Ni  (CU1587)  -  Yonghung  (CU4878)  axis, 

The  speed  to  concentrate  force  was  appreciably  retarded 
WHEN,  ON  THE  NEXT  DAY,  01  20  WAS  RESCINDED  BY  01  21  (0200081  DeC 
50),  The  new  instruction  ordered  the  3d  ID  to  concentrate  to 

DEFEND  THE  WONSAN  AREA.  IT  ALSO  DISSOLVED  TF  CHARLIE  AND  DETACHED 

THE  1st  kmc  Regiment  from  the  3d  ID  so  it  could  move  without  delay 
TO  THE  Hamhung  -  Hungnam  area  for  attachment  to  the  7th  ID.  This 
change  was  directed  by  THE  CINCFE  IN  HOPES  THAT  THE  3d  ID  COULD 
HELP  PLUG  THE  GAP  WHICH  HAD  DEVELOPED  IN  THE  CENTER  OF  THE  KOREAN 

Peninsula.  However,  the  CCF  forces  moved  too  fast  to  allow  the 
3d  id  to  respond  and  01  24  (0319271  Dec  50)  changed  their  destination 


BACK  TO  THE  HaMHUNG  -  HUNGNAM  DEFENSE  PERIMETER,  ThIS  REQUIREMENT 
MARKED  THE  END  OF  THE  3d  InFANTRY  DIVISION'S  REAR  AREA  SECURITY 

MISSION.  From  this  point  on^  the  3d  ID  was  to  conduct  a  covering 
FORCE  ROLE  FOR  THE  X  CORPS  WITHDRAWAL. 
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CHAPTER  IV 


CONCLUSIONS 

Those  who  wage  war  in  mountains  should  never  pass  through 

DEFILES  WITHOUT  FIRST  MAKING  THEMSELVES  MASTERS  OF  THE  HEIGHTS, 

Maurice  de  Saxe 

The  3d  (US)  Infantry  Division's  performance  around  Wonsan 
IN  November  1950  offers  little  insight  on  the  rear  area  combat 
OPERATIONS.  The  3d  ID  WASj  for  most  of  the  time^  actually  engaged 
IN  A  conventional  DEFENSIVE  ROLE.  HoWEVER^  THERE  ARE  SOME  COMMON 
POINTS  ABOUT  RACO  THAT  ARE  WORTH  EMPHASIZING  BASED  ON  THE  3d  ID'S 
EXPERIENCE; 

1.  RACO  IS  A  NORMAL  TACTICAL  MISSION  THAT  SHOULD  BE 
VIEWED  AS  AN  INTEGRAL  PART  OF  ANY  COMBAT  OPERATION. 

2.  Specialized  units  and  personnel  are  not  required 
FOR  RACO,  Any  good  tactical  unit  can  conduct  all  the  tasks 
associated  with  RACO,  Our  enemY/  the  bypassed  North  Korean 

TROOPS^  WERE  AFTER  ALL  CONVENTIONAL,  REGULAR  TROOPS  THAT  HAD  TO 
OPERATE  BEHIND  THE  LINES  AS  GUERRILLAS.  SUN  TSU  SAID:  '' WATER 
SHAPES  ITS  COURSE  ACCORDING  TO  THE  GROUND  OVER  WHICH  IT  FLOWS  I 
THE  SOLDIER  WORKS  OUT  HIS  VICTORY  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  FOE  WHOM 
HE  IS  FACING,"^^  THEREFORE,  JW  AS  WATER  RETAINS  NO  CONSTANT 
SHAPE,  SO  IN  WARFARE  THERE  ARE  NO  CONSTANT  CONDITIONS, 

3.  Fluid  offensive  operations  are  going  to  leave 

LARGE  BODIES  OF  ENEMY  SOLDIERS  IN  THE  REAR  CREATING  THE  NEED  FOR 
SIGNIFICANT  FORCES  DEVOTED  TO  RACO, 

A,  RACO  UNITS  MUST  STRIVE  TO  BREAK  DOWN  THE  COMMAND 


AND  CONTROL  OF  THE  BYPASSED  UNITS.  We  CANNOT  ALLOW  THE  BYPASSED 
UNITS  THE  CAPABILITY  TO  ACT  IN  CONCERT. 

5.  The  area  of  responsibility  must  be  divided  among 
THE  subordinate  ELEMENTS,  AND  EACH  SUBORDINATE  ELEMENT  NEEDS 
COMBAT  SUPPORT  AND  COMBAT  SERVICE  SUPPORT  UNITS. 

6.  Convoy  movement  within  the  rear  area  must  be 

TREATED  AS  A  COMBAT  OPERATION.  ThERE  SHOULD  BE  COORDINATION  AT 
ALL  LEVELS  TO  PROVIDE  SECURITY  AND  FIRE  SUPPORT.  ThE  COMMAND  AND 
CONTROL,  ROUTE  RECONNAISSANCE  TO  IDENTIFY  POSSIBLE  AMBUSH  SITES, 
REHEARSAL  OF  ACTION  TO  BE  TAKEN  UPON  ENCOUNTERING  AMBUSH,  AND 
CONVOY  DISCIPLINE  MUST  BE  REVIEWED  PRIOR  TO  COMMENCING  MOVEMENT. 

7.  Security  is  command  responsibility.  All  units, 

REGARDLESS  OF  TYPE  AND  SIZE,  MUST  PROVIDE  THEIR  OWN  SECURITY,' 
ALLROUND  SECURITY. 

8.  Combat  service  support  elements  must  be  trained 

TO  PARTICIPATE  IN  SMALL  UNIT  COMBAT  ACTIONS. 

9.  The  RACO  unit  should  conduct  aggressive  night 

OPERATIONS  to  DENY  THE  ENEMY'S  EXPLOITATION  OF  DARKNESS  AND 
INACTIVITY  BY  FRIENDLY  FORCES.  SURPRISE  MUST  NOT  BE  ALLOWED. 

10.  RACO  UNITS  SHOULD  BE  SUPPORTED  BY  STRONG  CIVIL 
AFFAIRS  ELEMENT  TO  HELP  HANDLE  POPULACE.  WHENEVER  POSSIBLE, 

FOOD  AND  MEDICAL  AID  SHOULD  BE  EXTENDED  TO  THE  LOCAL  CIVILIANS. 

11.  RACO  OPERATIONS  NEED  ADDITIONAL  COMBAT  ENGINEER 
SUPPORT  TO  PROTECT  AND  MAINTAIN  THE  LINES  OF  COMMUNICATIONS. 

12.  Interoperability  is  a  viable  concept  for  coalition 
WARFARE,  The  us  and  ROK  units  accomplished  an  outstanding  job 
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TOGETHER.  HOWEVER^  THE  ENEMY  WILL  EXPLOIT  THE  DIFFERENCES  BETWEEN 
UNITS  FOR  TACTICAL  ADVANTAGE. 

The  BATTLE  ANALYSIS  OF  THE  5d  US  INFANTRY  DIVISION  WAS  A 
WORTHWHILE  PROJECT.  THROUGH  THE  STUDIES  MADE  ON  THE  COMBAT  ACTIONS 
IN  KoREA^  THE  FOLLOWING  SPECIFIC  PROBLEMS  SURFACED  FROM  WHICH 
LESSONS  COULD  BE  LEARNED: 

1,  Units  must  conduct  reconnaissance  in  every  direction 
TO  avoid  surprise.  An  assumption  that  a  particular  flank  is  covered 
is  deadly, 

2.  All  unii5must  habitually  conduct  reconnaissance 

ALONG  THE^PPLY  ROUTES,  SECURED  SUPPLY  ROUTE  IS  THE  KEY  TO 

success  for  future  operations. 

3.  When  a  unit  is  advancing  through  a  corridor^ 
security  elements  must  be  placed  in  position  to  observe  possible 

ENEMY  MOVEMENT  IN  ADJACENT  COMPARTMENTS  AND  CORRIDORS.  ThE 
FEELING  OF  SAFETY  OFFERED  BY  GOOD  ROADS  AND  FINE  WEATHER  IS  FALSE 
AND  DANGEROUS, 

4,  Dominant  terrain^  needless  to  say,  must  be  secured 
(occupied  or  controlled)  prior  to  advancing  THROUGH  A  CORRIDOR. 
Passage  is  determined  by  the  seizure  of  the  key  terrain.  That  is 
WHY  Duke  of  Wellington  said:  The  whole  art  of  war  consists  in 
getting  at  what  is  on  the  other  side  of  the  hill,^ 

5.  If  encircled,  loss  of  lf.aders  and  the  lack  of 
replacements  for  casualties  will  become  a  major  PROBLEM, 

6,  Casualties  will  over  tax  the  medical  facilities, 
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7.  Lack  of  shelter  will  pose  a  great  morale  problem, 

8.  Cold  weather  training  (as  low  as  -27" F  without^ 

THE  consideration  FOR  WIND  CHILL  FACTOR  IN  KoREA)^  COLD  WEATHER 
GEAR>  COMMAND  EMPHASIS ^  AND  MEDICAL  CARE  FOR  COLD  INJURY  ARE  ALL 

MUSTs . 

9.  There  must  be  adequate  evacuation  capability, 

.  10,  Supply  discipline  must  be  strictly  enforced, 

Conservation^  as  well  as  protection^  is  the  key.  Shortage  of 

ARTILLERY  AMMUNITION^  NOT  TO  MENTION  THE  SMALL  ARMS  FOR  INDIVIDUAL 
RIFLEMAN^  WAS  A  COMMON  PLACE, 

11,  Often  CAS  support  was  wasted  upon  vague  targets, 

12,  Loss  of  communication  poses  a  major  threat  in  all 
types  of  tactical  environments, 

13,  There  is  a  need  for  the  US  Army  to  develop  theories 

AND  GUIDANCE  FOR  THOSE  WHO  ARE  ENCIRCLED  BY  THE  ENEMY,  HoW  TO 
BREAK  OUT  OR  HOW  TO  FIGHT  WITHIN?  WhAT  ARE  THE  GROUND  OR  AIR 
ASSETS  TO  ASSIST  THEM?  WhAT  ARE  THE  PROCEDURES? 


-  THE  END  - 
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